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'¥ ROCKED AND SMASHED
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great

i In the 'tlo[ an eye, Halifax was turned from its ysual
orderly guiet at inferno,  Buildings rocked and collapsed,

a

burying thmmpﬁ in tons of stone and bricks ; schools ctashed
in and hundreds of children were crushed and mutilated out of all
humidn semblance; the'great Arena rink, being used as a military
depot, fell in and scores were killed; the union depot swayed from
the force of the shock to such an extent that its tower toppled, bring-
ing down with it the heavy roof of the building; church steeples
crashed into the streets, where terrified crowds stood petrified with
the sudden terror, military gymnasium was destroyed, with
hundreds of the stri es lining the harbor, including grain eleva-
tors and the sugar refi '

. “GHICDREN AND WOMEN DIE
Children on the strgets were dashed by the explosion against
fences and telegraph poles and killed by the impact. Women were
tossed about and sere@ming with broken limbs. In the harbor

many members of the erews of vessels were smashed against rail
ings or hurled overboard stunned, to drown helpless in the icy
waters,

Trains waiting on the yard switches along a line of two miles
were thrown off the mails and rolled about. Fverywhere throughout
the city the telephone, light and power wires went down,
and wharves were smashed and shaken.

FIRE ADDS TO DISASTER
ber of places throughout the wrecked sections of, the ‘city and the
flames swept over two square miiles before they had reached those
sections where any effort to check them could be attempted. \What
buildings through the damaged section had withstood the force of
the explosions were destroyed by the fire,

The most desperate efforts were made by the military. and the
citizens to effect rescues through the miles of blocked streets. All
through- the stricken section rose the cries of the wounded, praying
that they might not be left to the flames. From the debris crawled
thonsands of ifjured ones, who lay in the open waiting for assist-
fince, being unable to orawl over the great piles of wreckage that
hldcked every avenue, Thousands of rescues were ‘made, but many
hundreds of injuréd ones perished in the fire. Military patrols were

j at work all Jast night bringing the charred bodies from the ruins.
i KNOWN DEAD NUMBER TWO THOUSAND.
The estimate of the chief of police at midnight was that the
known dead numbered upwards ‘of two thousand.

Last night the agony of the city reached its ¢limax. From the

wasted districts a contingous line of vehicles brought injared ones|)

to the temporary hospitals and the bodies of the dead to the tem-
porary _ Through the, hospitals and mdrgues filed other
thousands,” searching for relatives ‘and friends. The  most pitifal
sights were abont those morgues where the hadies of the fire victims
were being laid oot I long lines,. Many of the carpses td been
burned heyond any possible hope of recognition, but each charred

fragment of hmanity’ was scrutinized over and over again by fear-|

filled ones, dreading that they should find what they so earnestly
sought,

Around the wrecked school buildings, far into the night, erowd-
ed wailing mothers and stricken fathers, while searchers among the
ruins brought ot the mangled forms of the children and teachers.
' ALL ; SINESS CEASES

All busingss i.ll‘h ] v was suspended at once when the explo-
sioh came, followed by the great fire, Streetcar service was impos-
sible and the ter siftimber of the available vehicles were* com-
mandeered b, the ‘Wililary authorities, v.ho asstimed chargeof the

| property destruc-}
series of trémen-
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Immediately following the-explosions, fire broke out in a num 7
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WASHINGTON, December 0—"!‘&&::?“ Appearing in the Chicago press and widely cirenlates
from parties {nterssted iu exploiting the sale of meat protesting against meatless snd whestless days as un-
n sacrifices by the American public are either-maliclous or emanate from personal intérest obviong-
ly to raise the price of méat.

‘‘The results from mestless days, have for the first Ume created & suficient visiblo supply of meat to
aliow

nds we face and send overseas jhe quantities the Allies have

sacrifices the Uuited Btates is enabled to moet this present demand.

SHIPMENTS DEPEND ON SAVINGS

““The whole of the the 1917 harvest over and above the normal demands of our own popu-
lation for the period ap to when the 1918 harvest will be gatherod has already been shipped over-
seas. These shipments have heavy that It has been necesssty for ihe food sdministration to re-
utrict further exports of to rotain in the United States MM lent fupplia; to carry our own peo-

“"For thess resasond of wheat from now on until the next barvest are Mmited entirely to the
volume of saving mads American peopls in thelr consumption of wheat and wheat products. Buery

| loal saved in the eveary bushel will mean that

by that much Ay exports to the Allles be in-
and the next harvest,’

shipments for December &s far as our sithation allows, bnt even with all

the conservation that bas practised, greater sacrifices should be made. Greater saving of food is the
’ u present nesd, for VAll gratn made available through the saving of the nation the supply neede
! falls short and we are still upabls te provids the four hundred L tons of foodstufts for which the cal
has been sent and whichi are mo#t urgently required by the Allies the month of Decomber,
* . FALSE AND DANGEROUS PROP DA
‘‘Statements caloulated 1o spread the belief that mesatiess and whestless days mean an unhecessary

sacrifice and propaganda
statements given out for
fons of homes in the United

The fwogoinq d
mossage o J. F, Uhild,

vnulmlllh)ll.

porsaaal interest or profit are im Httle with
Btates in which serious patriotic
of the food administration in iis task of feeding our soldiers
stabilizing prices to our own people.

‘*No mors foolish or unpatriotic utterance cou
days are unnecessary st this time. In the critical sl
the government's combsrvation measures is an actio
failure in saving food now means the direct and immediate loss of life
ence with our war service in the fesding of the Allies'*

tebh from Herbart ¢, Hoover
erritorial food administrator,
ed of loyal sitizens in these lalands ax well

to hamiper or check the shving of food are false and dangerons, Buch
the spirit being shown in mill-
¥or is being made to hold up the hands

broad as well as our Allies and in the task of

d be made than to say that meatless and whentlass
tuasion of the world's food supply today opposmition to
n comparable to opposition to the draft beesause any
and it means as well serious lnterfer-

foad mdministrator of the.'nited States, wns stat ny & wirclows.
nod received last night. The message mukes cloar what is bx
as on the nainlawd and what may be sccomplished by earnest and ral

ul |

:.uilu:uinn and instituted the work
of fighting the fire and that of
'rescuing survivors.

When night fell the city was
plunged in darkness, adding to
the misery, and, confusion, while
thousands « tramped the stréets,
homgless and suffering from mld.!
{despite every effort to make the
|temporiry peliel work cover the
situation,

RELIEF HURRIED

From nearby Canadian and
American cities relief tpains have|

i

béeny, started out, carrying sup-
pligs and clothes and bearing
{many doctors and nurses, The
{towns in the immediate neiglhbor-

| hood  have already been ahle 1o
reach here with help, which \s'as|
%nl‘tl'\’ needed,

It is ‘the northern end of the
city which has suffered the great-
est damage. The destruction zone
centers on Richmond Street and
covers an area of two square
miles.
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It has heen impossible o te
cure any complete statement of
the immediate cause of the dis-
aster, The first reports state that

vessels laden with high explo-

docks and repair and coaling stas
. . . . » | B3
tions .”“ re, \\h:le‘ t‘l.(: only regft-
lar British :?\u-p»- i Canada, prior
to the war, were garrisoned in
this city, :
The Eity s the :\.Il‘!{mw terfii- |
nus of the Intercolonial' Raitroad
fand  of the Canadian Paeifie.

;i"r--nl the outhreak of the war,
were plainly felt ) |1alifax has

a  eircle L of thirty ping
miles, while at Truro, sixtyene

sives: collided, ong” ramming the

other broadside as it

emerged

from its ship,
The detonations were so terri-
fic that they

been the great ship-
throughout

port for Lroops from Can-
ada and Indwm Tor Furope, while
a large part of the exports from
{Canada and American points for
',I'.n_-,;l;uul and France have ‘beeh
{sent frdm this port.

ALIFAX A GREAT
SHIPPING CENTER bsiie' ‘ot

Halifax, which has a civilian | that

miles away, the neise of the ex
plosion was heard,

A recemt, is-
Weekly stated
\merican troops were alko

Callier's

) F -y |
population of nearly sixty thou-|heing put aboard transports here
sand, 1s the capital of Nova Svn-‘f,,.
tia and_the-principal scaport of |

the Province. It is noted for its|

OVErsens service.
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FRENCH SHIPPING LOSSES

fine harbor on (.h{‘hlll'll.'l I;ﬂ\ PARIR, Decomber Tt Assoginted

which, in peace 'lil'“f. has bl.‘l'!li Prosa) : Bix vornrlln of all tlﬂn-:imiﬂl
were destroved by esuemy subimaring

the winter headquarters for the| warfar y-

¢ uring the week which ended
British Nosth Atlantic squadron, | Pecomber 1. Two were of more than

A : - . 1500 tons burden, two smaller merehunt
Ihe British navy Jmaintaios dry-| .t and twe were fishing boats,
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Produces Witness Who Tells
of Part He Played

UPRISINGS AGAINST
- _BRITISH AND FRENCH

Were To Be Invited
h Priests To Bring
Serious Slaughter

BAN FRANCIRCQO, Deésrmber 7ol Ap-
snefatod Prews)—Gorman and pro-QOer-
man conspiratora did not stop st peek:
log to | fnntical Hindos to rebel.
How wod mping sud pluader. bot their

captemplaied bl ody massneren of
all Christlans in the British and Froneh
provineds was showw hy the proseeu-
tion iw evidence which was ndduced
b yisterday in the prosscution of  the
e 4 th” remaining defondunta
i the copepiirucy case now ou trisl in
the fedoral eourt,
New Lins Oponed

New Hues of proof, even mare siart-
ling thak those which have been need
Hthfﬁiﬂ the prosgpeution of the al.
Im”d.erlulnn to vielate the nows
teality of $hp United Staten, wore
opened by the proseeution yesterday
cad “the Bevestigation of the eharges
resom il & mooh bronder scope, The al-

i o fey was approneved from
LI

|

w augle.

Donwes Eelker, enllod ns n witness
for the prosecution, told of the part
whigh-he had played to bring about &
" war’ by the Moslems upon the
Chivistinns.  He testified that it was
agread thot he showld select a Mobam-
medan priest and af his ehoice of Jave
who wos 10 be wnt to Berlin, From
Rorlin this priest was, be snid. to pro-
eped ou t5 Constnatinople, where he

meadan o
stinde thém o
wore o Rritink or
(A0 vhee tn o Waily owhe
tinna,

eh in an offort to

Séek Ingide Information

Efforts made on behalf of the defense
to sesure information as to what testi-
mony war to be given by the witnesses
for the prosscation was slso disclosed
yesterday., A telephone operntor was
put on the witness stand by the prose-
cution. Bhe testified that altempts had
been made to use her to seenre infor-
mation, especially the pames wf wit-
neases of the prosecution, ‘what their
testimony was to be and what the gov-
erament whs seoking to prave,
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BUSINESS GOOD EXCEPT
IN CONSTRUCTION LINES

WASHINGTON, Decembor 7—( Asso
einted  Pregs)——Business Iy generally

poid throaghout the sountry, is the re
g:’.,-- that wus issued ﬂ-uri.y by the
federnl reserve banking boamd. An ex-
seption to this rule, howaver, is to he
found building and ' construction
work in voriona parts of the country.
This ix dull beenuse muterials are
sceares, diffieult to obtain and high, and
labor in short, with wages at asbuor

wmally large figures.
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|UNITED STATES WILL

NOT WAIT FOR CALL
BEFORE SENDING AL

i WASHINGTON, Detember 7
i Vasocinted Press)—DPlana of - the
| United States for the immadiate re
lief of the stricken eity of Halifnx
are to go forward withent waiting
| for any eall for nssistunce tg be is
s, These were started . Imme™
| dintely upon the recaipt of advices
of the disaster and have grown in
arope na the magnitude of the eute-
| ‘elysm haw become more fully knewn.
The belief prevails that aid shonld
| be and will be rushed at gnee and
[ not be held pending the lssunnce of
| u formal eall. '
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UNITEDSTATESWAR
SHIP RENDERS AID

e

WASHINGTON, Decamber 7-—(As
sociated Press)—The number of killed
in Halifax {5 unknown sald aldvices re-
ceived early this morning
naval commander aboard the U, 8 8.
Parunouth.

figures mentioned in eariler despatches
bhad been found impossible of verifica-
tion by the conunsander who was & wit-
ness to the explosion. He proceeded
into the harbor at once and has rend-
ered all possible ald.

Hin despatch said that all of NWorth
Halifax is destroyed and that s num-
ber of ships had been sunk & many
others damaged.

Prosecution At San Francisco

way to confer with the heads of the|

ite the, Moslenms whol -
)
o

from me!

The vavy departmeut sald that the |

EW YORK, whes 7—
(Associated Presg)— :

dawn o dark yesterfay

waged upon the Am‘mgn"

a series of battles that wiife

nic i their violence. q‘ 4
_lmmgidqns forces that
l:hrd_‘!_!'\ forward by “the Ay i
Huongarians against
defenders. 'rha!‘:ﬂl :ﬂm He:

iang giet with a defense that
all bt impregnable. At a
ble cost a few small advant
were gained by the enem
general results in this seehor w
undecisive. S

4 A
P

Austro-German forces were sta :i‘( :
ed just after dnylig'l:t.w" od
forces so large as %0 make th

former engagements in this see-

and up toward the Italian lines.
Their advance was met by a ter-

rible metal hail from big guns,
machine guns and rifles tore
great holes in the séreied ranks
of the advancers. T " holes

were filled by others who follow-
ed on and scon a Hand to
cngagement was of,

GAINS ARE SLIGHT . -

Alter appalling losses the Ause
tro-Germans fell back _-y
throughout the day other dﬂl'ﬂi‘
attacks followed, aow on one sec-
tor and now on another. Some
slight advances were made in this
way and Berlin' gffficial re
claimed the taking of 11,000 pris-
oners. Italian omcfﬂ reports as-
serted that the gaing made were
not of an importance to. warrant
the loss of man power that m
nflicted upon the enémy.  ~ °

ITALIAN VICTORY

[i the result on the Aah‘o Pb-
teau was indecigive or decisive
only in small Teuton gatns in the
upper valley of the Broma such
was not the case. Ia tmm
a  strong  massed assault ‘was
launched by the Tentons an‘_a:_
the Italians met successinlly ‘g

lrilnlc slanghter.

|7 CAMBRAI SECTOR

On the Western ‘front ' in the
{Cambrai  sectar General Byng
|\\i1|ulrc\\' from some points, re-
(tiring in perfect order And with-
it the knowledge of “ﬂppnﬂft'l
I"his movement, it is ex-
plained, was mnde nmsufy as a
[result of some of thie wedge like
advances which the Germans suc-
making last week in
their turning movement and was
{for the purpose of stami htening
and  strengthering lﬁc_g British
lines of defense and gffense.

In this sector Ruppresht econtimued
his beavy bombardment hmd t

the British had left some of the §

toua from which. i} e desmed
(Ovmttnued on Pagh &

!
| forces,

'ceeded in

%

tor seem fnsignificant rushedsput

repulsed with the infliction of m-

y ‘1.‘
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